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Directors’ Notes

“Life is Pandemonium!” is not just a lyric from a Putnam song, it’s been a 
reality for The Players’ cast and production team with this fall show. We 
started out in August rehearsing in a warehouse in Burnsville (shout out 
to Landmark Creations!) with hopes of getting in the newly remodeled 
auditorium at Twin Oaks Middle School by mid September. When the 
completion of the project was delayed, thankfully we were able to secure 
the theatre at Shakopee West Middle School (shout out to Shakopee 
Schools!) who came to our rescue and graciously welcomed us into one of 
their auditoriums.

Thank you for sharing an evening with us supporting local community 
theatre. We truly appreciate YOU, the audience! We hope you enjoy this 
Tony Award-winning musical. Both hilarious and poignant, it’s a tale of 
six quirky adolescents and some equally quirky adults, all on a journey 
of self discovery during the Bee. Perhaps tonight you’ll find your own 
“Favorite Moment of the Bee.”  

Sheri and Kay
(love to Doug and Rick)
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Musical Synopsis

Act 1

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”...........................Rona and Kids
“The Rules”...........................................................................Panch, Rona and Kids
“My Friend the Dictionary”..................................................... Olive and Ensemble
“Pandemonium” ............................................................................. Kids and Midge
“I’m Not That Smart” ......................................................................................... Leaf
“Magic Foot”.......................................................................... Barfee and Ensemble
“Magic Foot Playoff” ................................................................................ Ensemble
“Pandemonium (Reprise)” ............................................... Panch, Midge and Kids
“Chip Goodbye”................................................................................................... Kids
“Rona Moment #2” ...........................................................................................Rona
“Prayer of the Comfort Counselor” ..................................... Midge and Ensemble

Act 2
  

“Chip’s Lament” ................................................................................................. Chip
“Woe Is Me” ....................................................Logainne, Carl, Dan and Ensemble
“Spelling Montage” .........................................................................Panch and Kids
“I’m Not That Smart (Reprise)” .......................................................................  Leaf
“I Speak Six Languages” ......................................................Marcy and Ensemble
“Jesus” ...................................................................................Marcy and Ensemble
“The I Love You Song” .......................................... Olive, Olive’s Mom, Olive’s Dad
“Woe is Me (Reprise)” ............................................................Logainne and Midge
“Rona Moment #3” ...........................................................................................Rona
“Second (Part 1)” .......................................................Olive, Barfee and Ensemble
“Weltanschauung” ................................................................................... Ensemble
“Olive & Barfee Pas De Deux” ...............................................................  Ensemble
“Second (Part 2)” .......................................................Olive, Barfee and Ensemble
“The Champion” ......................................................................Rona and Ensemble
“Finale” ....................................................................................................Whole cast
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Cast of Characters

Rona Lisa Peretti ............................................................................... Kellie Klein
Vice Principal Douglas Panch.......................................................Justin Dekker
Midge Mahoney............................................................................ Lynnda Nelson
Olive Ostrovsky........................................................................Jessica Halverson
William Barfée ...............................................................................Adam Waldon
Logainne Schwartzandgrubenierre...........................................Elizabeth Wolfe
Marcy Park.......................................................................................Natalie Dulka
Leaf Coneybear/Carl Schwartz/Jesus........................................AJ Lennartson
Chip Tolentino/Dan Grubenierre/Olive’s dad................................. Tyler Eliason
Dr. Ernestina Harvey/Olive’s mom........................................ Bretanne Ostberg

Orchestra

Orchestra Director............................................................................Ted Sammis
Piano.................................................................................................... Vicki Bickle
Bass........................................................................................................Pete Bliss
Clarinet.................................................................................Becky Loebertmann
Flute / Alto Sax......................................................................Melissa Cummings
Drums / Percussion............................................................................... Jay Bjoin
Percussion.....................................................................................JoAnne Hillyer
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Production Crew

Directors.......................................................Kay Dunning and Sheri Brunner
Vocal Director................................................................................Tyler Eliason
Choreographer................................................................................Emily Allen
Set Design and Construction..............................................Steve Hermansen 
Stage Managers................................Bob Cunningham, Carrie Cunningham
Lights and Sound.............................................Mike Sweeney, Josh Clausen,

Bob Cunningham, Steve Hermansen
Costumes........................................................... Kay Dunning, Linda Linehan
Props...........................................................................................Sheri Brunner
Auditions Pianist...............................................................................Patti Arntz
Rehearsal Pianist............................................................................Vicki Bickle
Photography and Videography.............................Juris Ozols, Rick Dunning
Publicity and Events............................Stephanie Meacham, AJ Lennartson,

Kay Dunning, Sheri Brunner, Melissa Cummings
Lobby................................................Harry Algyer, Linda Linehan, Tia Picard
Ushers...........................................................Karen Dekker, Nicholas Dekker

Coffee & Breakfast in the MPLS Skyway
Open Mon-Fri 6:30am-2:30pm.

FOOD TRUCK OPEN YEAR ‘ROUND

PROUDLY STARTED IN PRIOR LAKE
Thanks for supporting local business!

THEWANDERINGMUG.COM
Follow us on social media to keep up with our 

event schedule.



PRIOR LAKE PLAYERS :: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling BeePRIOR LAKE PLAYERS :: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee

Recognition & Thanks

Landmark Creations
Shakopee Public Schools
John Janke
Bob Cole
River Valley Theatre Company
Gina Fern
David Tuma
Prior Lake High School Theater Department
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Scott County Public Library
Mike Wartman

We would like to recognize all of our wonderful volunteers who make 
the show a reality and who have engaged to make this great production 
come to life!
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Cast Biography

Justin Dekker After a five-year hiatus, Justin is ecstatic to be 
back performing with PLP. He was previously found on stage 
in a number of PLP shows, such as Oliver! (Fagin), Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (Levi), and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (Bottom). He also directed PLP’s 
Alice in Wonderland and Arsenic and Old Lace, among 
others. When he’s not at the Spelling Bee, Justin can be found 
helping build sets for Stages Theatre Company in Hopkins and 
watching movies, but not at the same time. Thanks to my family 
for their love and support. And a special thanks to my daughter 
Natalie for getting me on stage then and now.

Lynnda Nelson  After a long hiatus, Lynnda is excited to be 
back with PLP. Previous roles include Once Upon a Mattress 
(Lady Larkin), Guys & Dolls (Adelaide), Annie (Miss Hannigan) 
and directing PLP’s Godspell and Cinderella. Lynnda also 
sings with local Americana/Newgrass band North of Jordan 
and the 16-piece swing band SteamHeat. In the past, she’s 
performed at the Edgewater Inn dinner theater, done a six-week 
tour of Europe with a five-member USO show, and spent several 
summers at the Red Barn Theater in Rice Lake, Wisconsin. 
She’s excited to be doing this show with her husband, Ted 
Sammis, directing the pit band.

Jessica Halverson  This is Jessica’s first time performing with 
PLP! She has been involved with numerous theatres around the 
Twin Cities, most recently at Fridley Community Theater this last 
summer as Hope Cladwell in Urinetown. Some of her favorite 
roles include: Elizabeth Benning in Young Frankenstein and 
Little Red in Into the Woods (Lakeshore Players); Lucy Van 
Pelt in You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown (Off Broadway 
Musical Theatre); and Mary Magdalene in Jesus Christ 
Superstar (Ashland Productions). When not onstage, Jessica 
princesses with Tiny Diva Princess Party, and teaches Preschool 
at Primrose School of West Plymouth.

Kellie Klein Kellie is thrilled to be appearing in her third PLP 
production, portraying the positively charming Rona Lisa Peretti 
in Putnam. Prior roles include Mayzie La Byrd in Seussical 
and Grace Farrell in Annie. When not on stage, she works full 
time as a paralegal and further champions the theatre program 
at Prior Lake High School as the parent representative to the 
Patrons of the Arts and Activities. Kellie is so grateful for the 
opportunity to work alongside this amazingly talented cast, 
crew, pit, and directors. She thanks her family, especially her 
husband, Mark, and two awesome kids, Audrey and Jackson, 
for handling mom being out of commission to take part in this 
show. I SUPERLOVE YOU!!
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Natalie Dulka Natalie is incredibly excited to be joining the cast 
and crew of Putnam for her first show with PLP. She is a recent 
graduate of North Dakota State University, where she was seen 
in Songs for a New World, Urinetown, and Late, A Cowboy 
Song, among others. Most recently, she played Vivienne in Legally 
Blonde: The Musical at Lyric Arts. In her free time, Natalie enjoys 
thrifting, karaoke, and a good game of Bananagrams. Her favorite 
word is “quintessential.”

A.J. Lennartson  Joining his second production with PLP, A.J. 
is excited to be part of this amazing cast! Recent roles include 
The Cat in PLP’s Seussical, Fred Casely in Chicago and Pat 
Gilbert in State Fair. A.J. has also recently joined the PLP Board 
of Directors and would like to thank his family for their continued 
love and support!

Tyler Eliason  Tyler Eliason is currently a K-12 Music/Choir 
Teacher at United Christian Academy in Bloomington. Tyler 
graduated from Concordia College where he was heavily involved 
in their theatre and choir programs. He continues to act and 
direct, with recent credits in Grease, Chicago, Shrek, Frozen 
Jr., and other musical performances in the Twin Cities. He has 
also taught private voice instruction since 2012. Putnam is his first 
production with PLP, and he’s very excited to work with the cast to 
bring this wonderful show to the stage. 

Bretanne Ostberg Bretanne is happy to be back for her third 
PLP experience, previously playing Veta in 2017’s Harvey and 
Gwendolyn in last year’s The Importance of Being Earnest. She 
gained experience from her college and high school theatre and 
speech days, playing roles from a Shakespearian Witch Queen, 
to a precocious little girl, to a corpse. Now, she works as a Brand 
Experience Planner at General Mills and lives in Prior Lake.

Adam Waldon Adam has been doing shows since he was 
eight years old, but this is his first PLP production. He has 
performed in many community theatre, middle, and high school 
productions. Adam graduated from Lakeville South High School 
in 2018. He now is enrolled at Inver Hills Community College and 
is working on getting his Associate in Fine Arts Degree.

Elizabeth Wolfe This is Elizabeth’s first show with PLP, and 
she is excited to check this show off her bucket list! She has been 
seen on various Minnesota stages, including Lyric Arts, Artistry, 
Chameleon Theatre Circle, Lakeshore Players, Off Broadway 
Musical Theatre, Chaska Valley Family Theatre, and The Minnesota 
Fringe Festival. She holds a BFA in Musical Theatre from Drake 
University where she also continued her classical voice training. 
Thank you to my circle of family and friends for their continued 
love and support. Enjoy the show!
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covered by one team
so you have time for what’s important.

All of your home’s systems,

Call us or visit our website for more information or 
to reach a member of our team. 763-220-1158

Moving Up? Down?  
or Out?  

Sounds like the beginning of a one-act play. 
Contact Tess Andrews and Jessica Lamker  

to set a stage for the rest of your life.  
 
 

Tess	Andrews | 612-961-3974 
TessAndrews@edinarealty.com 

Jessica	Lamker | 952-380-7091 
JessicaLamker@edinarealty.com 
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Membership dues support 
our theatrical productions, the 
annual Nick Sotis Memorial 
Scholarship, and our 
promotion of local, charitable 
organizations. Learn how you 
can upgrade your show ticket 
to a membership in the lobby 
during intermission.

Support the local 
arts by becoming 
a member of the 
Prior Lake Players 
Community Theatre 
(PLP) today!

Scholarship
The Prior Lake Players sponsor 
the annual Nick Sotis Memorial 
Scholarship. The scholarship is worth 
up to $1,000 and is awarded to a high 
school senior who demonstrates a 
strong theatrical background.

Deadline to apply is April 15th.
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Lifetime Members	
Cindy Gerdes
Dave Gerdes
Elaine Grendahl
Jerry Grendahl
Annie Howley
Patti Sotis

Director Members	 	
Sheri Brunner
Melissa Cummings
Tamara Krings
John Lucas
Stephanie Meacham
Dan Stephans
Michael Sweeney
Karen Welch

Stage Manager Members
Lisa Atkinson
Bob Cunningham
Carrie Cunningham
Justin Dekker
Karen Dekker
Kay Dunning
Kellie Klein

Actor’s Guild Members
Don Arneson
Joyce Arneson
Karl Brown
Nicole Draine
Dan Fouberg
Kirsten Gerhardt
Lisa Johnson
Derek Kloeckner-Walters
Patrick Kloeckner-Walters
Jamie Kolbas 
Jen Kroshus 
Gail Landor
Becca Leach
Francie Madden
Amy Morrill 
Meghan Pedersen
Jerry Schrank
Jeffrey Speaks
Janelle Swanson
Sher Unruh-Friesen

Voting Members	
Michele Erwin
Linda Linehan
Juris Ozols
Jodene Wartman
Mike Wartman
Ryan Wiskerchen

Members
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July 10 & 11, 2020

Prior Lake Players
CONGRATULATIONS

BREAK A LEG!!

President....................................................................... Michael Sweeney
Vice President.........................................................  Stephanie Meacham
Treasurer..........................................................................Dan Stephans II
Secretary..................................................................................Kellie Klein
Publicity Director...............................................................AJ Lennartson
Strategic Planning................................................................ Harry Algyer
Volunteer Coordinator................................................Meghan Pedersen	
Membership Director........................................................Sheri Brunner
Operations Director...................................................... Bob Cunningham
Technology Director................................................................John Lucas

Board of Directors
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We need your help! If you’ve been involved in a 
PLP production, please email news@plplayers.
org. We’re looking for stories, photos, collectible 
items to photograph, and contact information for 
as many members as possible.

Make sure you’ll be notified when the book is 
released by subscribing to our newsletter on our 
website at plplayers.org.

PLP Stories Wanted



COMING TO PRIOR LAKE


